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BONUS NOTES ON DOG BODY LANGUAGE

Body Language. Many people are bitten by dogs each year. If you
understand dog body language, you will be better able to tell which
dogs are friendly and which ones you should avoid. Dogs use body
postures, facial expressions and tail positioning to communicate with
other dogs and people. A dog’s body language can tell us if the dog is
submissive, fearful, friendly or aggressive.

If an aggressive dog comes near you, stand very still. DO NOT look it in
the eyes. Stay calm and don't move quickly. If it knocks you down, curl
into a ball, put your hand over your head and neck and lie very still.
Never try to outrun a dog, as that may make him want to chase and
attack you.

Never approach a dog on their property. Many dogs are friendly when
their family is present, but become protective and aggressive when
alone. Stay with an adult when around a new dog.

Never go up to a dog, on or off leash and start to pet it. If they are on
leash with their person, ask them if you can pet the dog and follow their
instructions. Do not get face-to-face with them; try to pick them up or
hold them tight close to your face. A scared dog will often bite. This is
out of fear, not aggression.

It is not acceptable for a dog to bite or nip at people. Do not make it a
game, laugh or encourage biting or nipping behaviors. It is your job to
protect your dog and to protect others.

Speak up. If someone is coming up to your dog without your consent,
put your hand out and say “no”. Let them know they need to always ask
the dog's owner. This is a good way to educate kids. They will often run
up and hug the dog or try to pet it. Parents may let them do this. Stop it
right away and let the parent know they need to ask first to protect
their child and the dog.

Dogs running loose together can form a dog pack and become very
dangerous. If you see a group of loose dogs, go to a safe place (do not

run) and call the police and animal control right away.
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